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Country Profile

he Federative Republic of Brazil (República Federativa do Brasil) 

lies in South America and is the ifth largest country in the world. It 

is located on the east coast of South America and covers 8.5 million 

km² (5281900 mi²). It borders the Atlantic Ocean and has 7,491 km 

(4654.9 mi) of coast line. It has ten neighbouring countries among 

which: French Guiana, Suriname, Guiana, Venezuela and Colombia 

in the north; Paraguay, Bolivia and Peru in the west and Uruguay and 

Argentina in the South. 

he capital, Brasília, is located in the federal state of Goiás. Brazil is 

subdivided into 26 states of which Amazonas in the North-West 

is the largest and Alagoas on the East coast is the smallest. he main 

cities are São Paulo (11.27 million inhabitants), Rio de Janeiro 

(6 million inhabitants), Salvador (2.35 million inhabitants), Belo 

Horizonte (2.75 million inhabitants), Fortaleza (2.45 million 

inhabitants), Brasília (2.19 million inhabitants) and Curitiba (1.67 

million inhabitants). Most of the main cities lie along the East coast, 
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Management Culture

Even though Brazil is one of the most multi-ethnic countries in 

the world, everyone who lives there is considered a Brazilian by the 

Brazilians themselves. herefore you will ind it fairly easy to integrate 

into Brazilian society. Most of the time, it is diicult to distinguish 

between general Brazilian culture and Brazilian management culture. 

Many of the guiding principles that apply to Brazilian culture can also 

be applied to the Brazilian management culture. Personal and public life 

tend to blend in Brazil, which is something you will certainly encounter. 

As in every aspect of life in Brazil, personal contact and relationships are 

very important and are themes that you will encounter in management 

culture as well. A strong business relationship in Brazil is based on 

trust and respect and Brazilians do not only aim for a trusting business 

relationship but also a friendship based relationship. here is a huge 

diference between the cultures of North and South Brazil. In the South, 

the culture shows more resemblance to the Western culture, whereas the 

culture in the North is more casual and relaxed. 
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What will I earn?

A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes into account what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 

lease. 

he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is however 

required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may vary 

considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 

Brazil is now an upper-middle income country. As in most countries, 

wages in Brazil vary greatly. For decades Brazil was among the top ive 

of the world’s countries with the highest income inequality. Since 2001 

the income inequality has been decreasing fast, three times faster than 
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If you are not being sent as an expatriate, it may take some more efort 

on your part to ind work in Brazil, compared to other countries. One 

of the quickest ways of inding a job in Brazil is through personal 

contacts. Brazilians usually prefer hiring someone they know via another 

contact or someone they have already worked with. Inform everyone 

you know in Brazil that you are looking for a job. If you have not built 

up a network already, start as fast as possible! Having the right skills and 

a good CV is just as important as your personal networking abilities in 

Brazil. 

Most of the larger newspapers provide large vacancy sections, especially 

the Sunday editions. he papers with the most extensive vacancy 

sections are:

- O Estado de São Paulo

- Folha de São Paulo

- Globo

- Jornal do Brasil

- A Tribuna

Main Routes to Employment
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1. he capital of Brazil is:

a. Rio de Janeiro.

b. Brasília.

c.  São Paulo.

2. A business visa is…

a. a non-tourist visa, for business related visits.

b. a work visa.

c. a temporary residence visa. 

3. he Brazilian national dish is:

a. Moqueca.

b. Feijoada.

c. Barbeque. 

4. he culture in the North and South of Brazil is very similar to each 

other.

a. True.

b. False. 

5. Your status in Brazil is visible through…

a. the manner in which people address you.

b. the manner in which you dress.

c. through other ways, such as manners.

d. all of the above.

Quiz
To test your understanding of this ELM Guide on Brazil

Management culture & job hunting in Brazil


