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Country Profile

Canada, the world’s second largest country with a surface of 9,984,670 

km², is situated on the North American continent, bordering the Atlan-

tic and Paciic Ocean. Part of the Commonwealth of Nations, Canada 

is a constitutional monarchy under Queen Elizabeth II, as head of state. 

While the Queen’s powers are restricted to a mainly ceremonial role, the 

current Prime Minister Stephen Harper, is as head of the government 

responsible for the country’s political lead. 

Canada is a parliamentary democracy with a federal system of parlia-

mentary government. he territory is composed of ten provinces (Alber-

ta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and 

Labrador, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, and 

Saskatchewan) and three territories (Northwest Territories, Nunavut, 

and Yukon). Its Capital, Ottawa, shelters 1.17 million inhabitants. he 

provinces are states that exist under the Canadian constitution, having 

their own competence from sovereign powers, whereas the territories are 

administrative divisions under the Canadian Federal Parliament. 
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Management Culture

From 1994 to 2000 Canada was consecutively ranked irst as he 

world’s best country to live in according to the United Nations’ Human 

Development Index, an international study on quality of life. In 2006 

Canada was ranked sixth with Iceland second and Ireland fourth. In 

today’s global crisis we could see Canada move up again to relect its’ 

conservative economic stability. In addition to life expectancy, educa-

tion, and income criteria that earned Canadian society this rank, Cana-

dians are known for their respect for other cultures and countries and 

generally perceive immigration and its economic impact as a positive 

phenomenon. Probably the most poignant example of being Canadian is 

the Canada Day on July 1st when celebrants from all cultures repeatedly 

and spontaneously sing ‘Happy Birthday Canada’ to salute their nation 

and unity.  Further-more Canada has two oicial sports, enshrined by 

the National Sports Act of 1994: ice hockey, generally referred to as 

hockey in the winter and lacrosse, played during the summer months.
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What will I earn?

When moving to another country many people have posed as irst 

question to Expertise in Labour Mobility’s experts: What will I earn? It 

is a simple question, however, the answer is diicult. 

We have tried to help you in this guide with some igures on wage and 

salary levels, some information on domestic purchasing power and 

igures on apartment rents.

A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes account of what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 
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Main Routes to Employment

Most daily newspapers in Canada have a section with vacancies. Because 

Canada is such a large country it is best to check newspapers from the 

province you want to work in. Some of the main newspapers featuring 

vacancies are the ‘Halifax Herald’, the ‘Montreal Gazette’, the ‘Ottawa 

Citizen’, the ‘Toronto Star’, the ‘Winnipeg Sun’, the ‘Calgary Sun’, the 

‘Edmonton Journal’ and the ‘Vancouver Sun’. Jobs in all provinces can 

be found in the ‘National Post’ and the ‘Globe and Mail’. he website 

Careerclick (www.careerclick.com) lists jobs from a number of Canadian 

newspapers. Another way to ind a job is through employment agencies, 

which have oices in every town in Canada. hey can easily be found in 

the ‘Yellow Pages Business Directory’ under the section Employment.

Careers Advisory Services are well established at Canadian universities. 

Most universities have a centre that provides their inal year students 

and recent graduates with information, advice and guidance. Although 

aimed at their own students, these oices are usually prepared to help 
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Quiz

To test your understanding of this ELM Guide on Canada

1. Which of the three statements below applies to present-day  

 Canada?

a. he capital of Canada is Toronto.

b. he Canadian territory is subdivided into 22 provinces.

c. Canada has a population of 34,88 million inhabitants.

2. Canada is…

a. … a constitutional monarchy.

b. … a federal republic. 

c. … the 44th State of the United States of America.

3. Which religion is predominant in Canada?

a. Judaism.

b. Roman Catholicism and Protestantism.

c. Buddhism.

4. Which of the statements below is not true with regard to a business  

 context?

a. he majority of strategic decisions are made spontaneously.

b. Canadians will discuss business over dinner yet do not appreciate 

 carrying out actual negotiations while dining with a business partner.

c. here is no set ritual when exchanging business cards. 


