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Country Profile

Country 

France has an area of 551.602 square kilometres and land boundaries 

with Belgium, Luxembourg and Germany in the north-east, Switzerland 

and Italy in the east, and Spain in the south.

he country is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean in the west and by the 

Channel in the north-west.

he capital of France is Paris (10.7 million inhabitants in 2012). Other 

main cities are Lyon, Marseille, Lille, Bordeaux and Toulouse. France 

is divided into 96 departments plus an extra ive overseas departments. 

he départements d’outre-mer (overseas departments) are the Caribbean 

islands of Guadeloupe and Martinique; the Paciic island groups of 

New Caledonia, Tahiti and French Polynesia; French Guyana, in South 

America; Rèunion, in the Indian Ocean; and Saint Pierre and Miquelon, 

in the Atlantic Ocean.

he landscape varies from mountains (such as the Pyrenees and the 
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he French like formality to be incorporated into everyday life. For 

example greeting has a ceremonial aspect to it; colleagues at work will 

use handshakes or even kissing each other on the cheek to greet each 

other daily. Although social relationships tend to get more informal, it 

is still very common to make use of the polite form ‘vous’ rather than 

the familiar form ‘tu’ and of titles when referring to a superior or an 

unfamiliar person. And there is almost an anxiety for always dressing 

well. France has a very cosmopolitan and sophisticated approach to 

life wherein a great concern for fashion, appearances, and style is 

incorporated. Emilie de Boer, who is raised by a French mother and 

a Dutch father, understands the culture profoundly and states: “It is 

a funny thing, because once you say you are French, French people 

automatically like you – there seems to be a mutual click. And I love 

France, the food, the language and, yes, the clothes.”

Management Culture
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A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes account of what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 

lease.

he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is however 

required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may vary 

considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 

Net pay is lowest compared to gross pay, in Frankfurt, Berlin, Warsaw, 

Brussels and Copenhagen, where tax and social security rates are highest. 

Purchasing power is highest by far in Zurich, followed by Los Angels, 

Chicago and Geneva. New York and London are by far the most 

expensive cities for renting an apartment.

What will I earn?
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In the national newspapers job adverts appear daily. Besides, the 

Monday editions of ‘Le Figaro’ and ‘Liberation’ and the supplement 

‘Initiatives’ of ‘Le Monde’ on Wednesdays carry extra vacancies. For 

technical jobs ‘Le Figaro’, ‘France Soir’ and the magazines ‘Le Point’ and 

‘ANPE Atout-Cadres’ (published by the employment service ANPE) 

are the main information sources; ‘Les Echos’, ‘Enterprises et Carrières’, 

‘INVESTIR’ and ‘Le Monde’ are aimed more at inancial, commercial 

and administrative jobs. he weekly ‘L’Express’ is for management 

positions. Do not underestimate the importance of regional newspapers 

either. If you are interested in a certain region in France, the regional 

newspaper may provide the information and the job adverts you are 

looking for.

Main Routes to Employment
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1. How many oicial languages, including the regions, are spoken in France?

a. One: French.

b. Eight: French, Flemish, Alsacian, Breton, Basque, Catalan, Provencal   

 and Corsican.

c. Six: French, Flemish, Alsacian, Breton, Basque, Catalan and    

 Provencal.

d. Two: French and English.

2. When attending a meeting in France what is expected from you?

a. Be an active participant in the decision making process.

b. Give instructions to subordinates.

c. Have a discussion, but anticipate not the reach a decision immediately.

d. French people do not have business meetings.

3. When you are writing an application letter to a French employer, be aware of 

the fact that your letter must contain the following:

a. 2 paragraphs as a maximum.

b. A French font type.

c. 3 pages as a minimum.

d. Informal writing.

Quiz

Q To test your understanding of this ELM Guide on France

Management culture & job hunting in France
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