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Country Proile

Country

Greece, the Hellenic Republic, is a parliamentary democracy, divided 

into 52 counties. he capital is Athens (4,5 million inhabitants) and 

other main cities are hessaloniki, Piraeus and Patras. 

Greece is located at the most southern tip of the Balkan Peninsula in 

the eastern Mediterranean Sea and has a surface of 131.940 square 

kilometres. Turkey borders Greece in the east. To the north, it has 

borders with Albania, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 

Bulgaria. In the east, the west and the south the Mediterranean Sea 

borders Greece. Nineteen percent of the country is accounted for by 

islands (1400 in total, of which 169 are inhabited), of which the largest 

are Crete, Evia, Rhodes, Corfu, Lesvos, Chios, Samos and Kephalonia. 

Roughly four-ifths of Greece is mountainous, with most land 1500 

m above sea level. Epiros and Macedonia, in northern Greece, still 

have extensive forests, but goat grazing, felling and forest ires have 
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Management Culture

Greek people “Are really strong minded, we don’t take criticism so 

easily, we speak loud, are late at meetings, all those stereotypes are true, 

but on the other hand we are very enthusiastic, emotional, creative, 

devoted, and if necessary stay at work until late, just for the job to be 

done.”  Greek people like to do things as a group – in fact, there may 

be little understanding of people who want to be alone. Also physical 

distance between people is in general closer than in Northern European 

countries. A sense of group and sense of community also ensures most 

managers have an “open door” policy and an “efective meeting is a face-

to-face meeting”. Of course modern technology is used in Greek oice 

environments and people do use skype calls and other virtual meeting 

possibilities, but an old-fashioned face-to-face meeting is viewed as more 

efective.

Planning is not taken too seriously by Greeks as they are convinced that 

improvisation brings an “extra sparkle” to any event because it instils 
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What will I earn?

A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes into account what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 

lease. he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is however 

required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may vary 

considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 

It has been estimated that the average employee in Greece will be 

earning almost 23 percent less in 2012, compared to the years before. 

It also showed that real net salary - net of income tax, social security 

contributions and value-added tax - was expected to be just 13,167 

euros in 2012. In 2011, the same report had calculated it to be 17,024 
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In particular for oice workers and intermediate level jobs, newspapers 

are important sources. Adverts for managerial and specialist jobs are 

usually both in Greek and English.

You will quite often come across English adverts, especially when 

knowledge of the language is part of the job description.

he main newspaper for vacancies is ‘Ta Nea’. Every day this newspaper 

carries job adverts and on Wednesdays it publishes a special vacancy 

supplement. he daily ‘To Vima’ is known for its adverts for the 

inancial sector, especially the Sunday edition of ‘To Vima’. he business 

daily ‘Express’ carries job adverts regularly. Regional newspapers are 

important for the various regions. For instance, the Sunday edition of 

‘Makedonia’ is important for people interested in work in Northern 

Greece. Athens News is a Greek newspaper in English, updated 

every hursday, and incorporates job vacancies as well. Kathimerini 

Newspaper is Greece’s international English-language newspaper, job 

vacancies are published in the section “Jobs” and an online version of 

the newspaper is also available.   

Main Routes to Employment
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Questions and Answers:

1. he capital of Greece is:

a. Pireaus

b. Athens

c. hessaloniki

2. In what year did Greece enter the European Union?

a. 1951

b. 1988

c. 1981

3. What was the main reason Greece got into an economic crisis in 2009?

a. High rate of inlation

b. Dramatic decrease of stocks on the international market

c. An instable government deicit

QuizQQUIZ to test your understanding of this ELM Guide on GREECE:

Management culture & job-hunting in GREECE


