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Country Profile

Country 

he country is located on the north-west of main-land Europe and has 

a surface of 70,280 square kilometres. It has only one land border with 

the United Kingdom (Northern Ireland). Ireland has a population of 

4.72 million inhabitants (2012 est.). he capital of Ireland is Dublin, 

which has 1.04 million inhabitants. Other main cities are Cork, Galway 

and Limerick.

Climate

Despite its image, Ireland is no wetter than most West European 

countries. he climate is temperate maritime. Modiied by a North 

Atlantic current with mild winters and cool summers, the weather in 

Ireland is never really hot, but also rarely extremely cold.
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Management Culture
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An important characteristic of the Irish is their irony or 

cynicism. his is especially directed at more wealthy or powerful 

people, for the Irish are more fond of the typical ‘underdog’. 

Irish humour tends to be ironic as well, and the Irish like to 

have conversations mixed with a humoristic touch. he Irish 

often approach foreigners with suspicion, therefore do not be 

misled by their friendly behaviour, it will take a while before 

you have persuaded them you can be trusted. However, the 

Irish like to learn from best practices and ideas of businesses 

in other countries, they often respect the managerialism of 

other economically booming countries. hey certainly will not 

admit this, though. he perceived fatalism in the Irish culture 

by foreigners is not a very strong feature in business practices. 

Pessimism has become part of Irish heritage, but conlicts are 

often constructively solved, taking into account the interests of 



A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes account of what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 

lease.

he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is however 

required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may vary 

considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 

What will I earn?
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Newspapers remain an important source of vacancy information in 

Ireland. he ‘Irish Times’ (especially Fridays, Tuesdays for the Health 

sector) ‘Irish Independent’ (especially hursdays), and ‘Examiner’ 

advertise major job vacancies. he Sunday papers such as ‘he Sunday 

Independent’ (especially Health) and the ‘Sunday Business Post’ also 

carry vacancies. Regional newspapers are important for the region 

concerned. Specialised magazines such as ‘Irish Computer’ and the 

‘Irish Marketing Journal’ may have job adverts relating to the sector 

concerned. Sometimes Irish employers in tertiary and related sectors use 

specialised magazines such as ‘Nature’, ‘Lancet’ and ‘New Scientist’ to 

advertise jobs in the medical and scientiic sector. 

Main Routes to Employment

I R E L A N D  •  61



1. Which of the following statements on Ireland is true:

a. he only oicial language in Ireland is English.

b. he taxation year in Ireland runs from April 6 to April 5 in the  

 consecutive year, just like in the UK.

c. he Irish economy started to blossom thanks to the EU structural  

 funds.

d. he organisational structure of the Irish is characterised by  

 bureaucracy.

2. What to do irst after arriving in Ireland when you are from a non- 

 EEA country and want to work in Ireland?

a. Meet new people, to get as quickly as you can into important business  

 networks, the best way to get a job.

b. Getting some sleep, for this will grant your success on the upcoming  

 day, when searching for a job.

c. Register with the National Garda Registration Oice in Dublin or  

 in the Garda Superintendent Oice to obtain the correct immigration  

 status.

d. Obtain business permission from the Department of Justice, bringing  

 copies of documentary evidence clearly demonstrating your status in  

 Ireland.

Quiz

Q To test your understanding of this ELM Guide on Ireland

Management culture & job hunting in Ireland
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