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Country Profile

Country 

Italy - a boot shaped peninsula - is a Mediterranean country.

he republic has a surface of 301,000 square kilometres and is divided 

into 20 regions, which are subdivided into provinces and communes. 

he northern regions are Piemonte, Lombardia, Veneto, Friuli-Venezia-

Giulia, Valle d’Aosta, Trentino-Alto Adige, Liguria, Emilia-Romagna, 

Toscana, Umbria, Lazio and Marche. he southern regions are Abruzzo, 

Molise, Campania, Puglia, Basilicata, Calabria, Sicilia and Sardegna. 

he capital of Italy is Rome, which has approximately 2.7 million 

inhabitants (2012), other main cities are Milan (1,337,000 inhabitants, 

2012), Naples (959,000 inhabitants, 2012), Turin (913,000 inhabitants, 

2012), Palermo (645,000 inhabitants, 2012) and Genoa (630,000 

inhabitants, 2012).

In the north, Italy is bordered by Switzerland and Austria, in the 
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Italians are known to be warm, welcoming people who love to relax, 

celebrate and socialize with family and friends. Very commonly these 

celebrations and this socializing takes place around the table either at 

home or in a restaurant, where they can enjoy the traditions of the 

Italian cuisine. Italians have a passion for eating but also for talking!

Italy has a strong cultural heritage containing many important artistic 

and intellectual movements wherein literature, science, and music play a 

large role in what makes being Italian … truly Italian.

Music plays an important role in Italian culture; Italy provides many of 

the true foundations of the classical music tradition, particularly opera 

plays a major role. It is important to recognize these factors of Italian 

culture, because these characteristics cause the richness of Italy.

La Dolce Vita - the sweet life – is what living in Italy is often referred 

to. For the Italian life style, it is important to realise that it not just 

Management Culture
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A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes account of what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 

lease.

he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is however 

required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may vary 

considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 

What will I earn?

I T A L Y  •  61



he main national newspapers, such as ‘La Repubblica’, ‘Il Sole 

24Ore’ and L’Unita, ‘Il Giornale’, and ‘La Stampa’ are useful sources 

of information on the labour market. Some regional newspapers have 

gained a true national character and are read throughout Italy, like ‘Il 

Corriere della Sera’ (originally Milan region). Each of these newspapers 

have - usually on hursdays or Fridays - a special supplement of approx. 

10 to 20 pages with vacancies and other related information. he 

inancial daily ‘Il Sole 24Ore’ publishes on Mondays the supplement 

‘Borsa Lavoro’ with information on the labour market and lists with 

vacancies and names of recent university graduates in the region around 

Milan.

he employment service has a good overview of the available jobs, 

because principally the job centres deal with all job appointments. 

Main Routes to Employment
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1. Most companies in Italy have a clear hierarchic structure.

a. True?

b. False?

2. When attending a business meeting in Italy you should consider the  

 following:

a. Business meetings are formal and well structured.

b. Business meetings are informal and unstructured. 

c. Business meetings are formal and unstructured.

d. Business meetings are informal.

3. In Italy negotiations are very time consuming.

a. True?

b. False?

4. Regarding time perception in Italy you must consider the following:

a. Punctuality is considered important.

b. Punctuality is less of an issue than in other countries.

c. Punctuality is of no importance when having a business meeting.

d. Punctuality is of great importance when attending a social occasion.

Quiz

Q To test your understanding of this ELM Guide on Italy

Management culture & job hunting in Italy
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