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Country Proile

Country

Luxembourg or he Grand Duchy of Luxembourg (Groussherzogtum 

Lëtzebuerg) is an independent sovereign state bordered by Belgium, 

France and Germany. he country is 84 km (51.7 miles) long and 52 

km (32.5 miles) wide, covering an area of 2856 square kilometres (999 

square miles). 

Luxembourg City, the capital, is located in southern Luxembourg, at the 

conluence of the Alzette and Pétrusse Rivers and accommodates some 

90,000 inhabitants. he next largest city, after the capital, is Esch-sur-

Alzette (Esch-Uelzecht) with a population of roughly 30,000 people, 

followed by Diferdange (Déiferdeng) which hosts around 22,000 

inhabitants. he most densely populated towns, including Luxembourg 

City, are in the southern part of the country.
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Management Culture

he national motto ‘Mir wëlle bleiwe, wat min sinn’ – ‘We want to remain 

what we are’ seems to speak for itself and stands for two essential objectives: 

protection from linguistic dominance of French or German neighbours 

and from economic or political uncertainty. For Luxembourgers language 

is a fundamental symbol of cultural identity and social class diference. At 

home they address each other and their families in Luxembourgish, while 

with foreigners they speak French, German or English. Moreover, there 

is a clear distinction made between native Luxembourgers and foreign-

born residents, especially because immigrants (mainly Portuguese) are 

more likely to still be involved in so-called manual employment even 

though an improved level of education can be seen within those resident 

communities.

When it comes to typical cultural traits, Luxembourgers are known for 

their politeness, modesty and conventionalism. hey might be friendly 
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What will I earn?

A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes into account what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 

lease. he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is however 

required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may vary 

considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 

Despite its size, Luxembourg is an extremely powerful and important 

player in the global economy and its residents enjoy one of the highest 

standards of living of all developed countries. Luxembourg is the fourth 

country in the world for standards of living, the irst for GDP per 

person and number one in Europe for disposable income. Luxembourg’s 
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Luxembourg local and national newspapers and magazines are 

abounding with job ads, especially in the Saturday and Wednesday 

editions, even though you might ind them daily in the bilingual 

Luxemburger Wort/ La voix du Luxembourg. In Luxembourg, ads 

for positions demanding specialised skills can be found in specialised 

industry publications from the UK, Germany or other countries. he 

Financial Times, he Wall Street Journal, he Frankfurter Allgemeine 

Zeitung or he Economist are just a few examples of international 

newspapers carrying ads for diferent kinds of positions in Luxembourg 

– from executive and administrative positions to economic professions 

and university teaching. Most of the above mentioned publications are 

also available online.

Employment agencies post available positions on their website, where 

potential candidates can submit their CVs. Another good option are 

international recruitment websites where, upon registration you are 

being notiied of suitable jobs, according to your proile (see monster.

Main Routes to Employment
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Questions:

1.   Luxembourg’s oicial currency is:

a.   he Luxembourgian Franc

b.   he Euro

2.   What is the oicial language spoken in Luxembourg?

a.   French

b.   German

c.   Luxembourgish

d.   All of the above

3.   he business culture is hierarchical and very formal.

a.   True

b.   False

QuizQ QUIZ to test your understanding of this ELM Guide on LUXEMBOURG:

Management culture & job-hunting in LUXEMBOURG


