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Country Proile

Country

Norway is seated in the North of Europe. Together with Denmark and 

Sweden, Norway makes up part of Scandinavia; a cultural, historical and 

ethno-linguistic region in Northern Europe. Norway has a total area of 

385,155 square kilometres, of which 323,758 are mainland. he Svalbard 

Archipelago and the island Jan Mayen, that together have a surface area 

of 61,397 square kilometres and make up the rest. he country has three 

dependencies in the Antarctic: Queen Maud’s Land (on the mainland), 

Peter I Island and Bouvet Island.

he coastline of more than 25,000 km is characterised by jords and 

approximately 50,000 islands. he Geirangerjord is the most famous and 

is, together with the Nærøyjord, declared by UNESCO.

Norway is a country that is mainly dominated by the Scandinavian 

Highlands, for example the Dovrejell and the plateau of Hardangervidda. 
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Management Culture

Norwegians are interested in arts and culture and they love to go to 

museums, plays, the cinema, and dance performances. Vigelandspark 

is a garden with a lot of sculptures, and lots of Norwegians visit this 

garden in Oslo. here are around ifty sculptures of the Norwegian artist 

Gustav Vigeland (1869 – 1943). here is one particular sculpture of 

an angry young boy, which is famous and can be found in nearly every 

souvenir shop.

Norwegians love to listen to classical music. he earlier mentioned 

composer Edvard Grieg is the most celebrated classical composer. In his 

work, he often made use of Norwegian folk music. Norwegian children 

often prefer to listen to pop-music and bands from their own country 

than one from abroad. Norway is also known for their fairy tales and the 



N O R W A Y  •  65

What will I earn?

A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes into account what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes 

up a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-

term lease. he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is 

however required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may 

vary considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 
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General Advice on Job-hunting

Job hunting in general is not something to be scared of in Norway. 

It is a relatively transparent and fair system in comparison to many 

other countries, and is based upon equality and judgement of character 

and skills. One should not be too subtle about the skills and abilities, 

but brashness and over conidence are equally frowned upon. Stay 

reasonable, level-headed and conident and this will provide you with 

the best possible chance.

he Application Letter

Even though it is tempting to try and explain exactly why and how you 

are a suitable candidate for the position, the application or cover letter 

should not be more than one page, or it will risk not being read at all. 

Remember to mention how you heard of the position, why it interests 

you, and how you are suited to the role. 

Main Routes to Employment
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Questions and Answers:

1. When attending an interview for a Norwegian company, it is best to 

wear which of the following?

a. A dark suit or dress to highlight your professionalism.

b. Something colourful so that you highlight your positivity.

c. Something unique so that you are deinitely remembered.

2. Norway is well known for its career opportunities in which of the 

following sectors?

a.     Manufacturing of clothing and textiles.

b.     Diamond and mineral mining, as well as tar sands.

c.     Renewable energy and forestry.

QuizQ QUIZ to test your understanding of this ELM Guide on NORWAY:

Management culture & job-hunting in NORWAY


