
Contents

his Guide

Country Proile

Map

Country

Climate

Population

History

Religion

Language

Currency

National Holidays

Visa Requirements

An International Career in Warsaw

To Start With...

Management Culture

Being Polish

Organisational Structure

Hierarchy

Composition of the Labour Market

Strategy

Decision Making Process

Meetings

Negotiations

Decisions

Conception of Time

Time Perception

Appointments

Business Behaviour

Meeting & Greeting

Dress Code

Wining & Dining

Use of Business Cards

Communication

Labour Mobility ABC

Self-assessment Test

Questions to Ask Yourself

Important Sectors

Top 5 of the Largest Companies in Poland

Key facts: he Polish Graduate Labour 

Market

4

6

27

32

37

43

46

52

57

59

65

73

75

77



What will I earn?

Taxation matters

General information

First Steps

Where do I pay taxes?

Double Taxation

Self-employment

An International Career in Żywiec

Main Routes to Employment

Strong Employability Skills for the 

Polish Market

General Advice on Job Hunting

he Application Letter

he Curriculum Vitae

he Application Procedure

he Interview

Dress Code

On-line Recruitment

Sample CV

Checklist for an International Move 

Test: Successful Expat Skills

More Information

Useful Addresses

Internet Sites

Further Reading

Expertise in Labour Mobility

Career Consult

Looking for Work in ... Guides

Quiz on Poland

About the Authors

Acknowledgements

83

87

94

98

113

 

 

119

121

131

138

139



Country Proile

Country 

he Republic of Poland is situated in Central Europe and has a surface 

of 312,685 square kilometres (194,293.5 square mi). Its neighbouring 

countries are Russia (Kaliningrad), Lithuania, Belarus and Ukraine in 

the East, Germany in the West and the Czech and Slovak Republics in 

the South. In the North, Poland borders on the Baltic Sea. 

Its landscape is diversiied: forests, hills and mountains, some large 

rivers and many lakes are characteristic for this country. he main rivers 

are the Vistula and the Oder. Poland’s forests include one of Europe’s 

oldest forests, Białowieża Forest, which is listed on the UNESCO World 

Heritage list. 

he capital of Poland is Warsaw (1.7 million inhabitants, 2012 est.). 

Other main cities are Lodz (740,000 inhabitants, 2012 est.), Krakow 

(760,000 inhabitants, 2012 est.), Wrocław (630,000 inhabitants, 

2012 est.), Poznań (550,000 inhabitants, 2012 est.), Gdansk (460,000 

inhabitants, 2012 est.) and Katowice (310,000 inhabitants, 2012 est.). 
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Management Culture

he foreign occupation that characterised Polish history over the last 

centuries has particularly inluenced the way Poles see each other. In this 

sense, most Poles are inclined to give high importance to their cultural 

identity. he Polish culture is thus greatly valued since it underlines the 

common ties of the Polish citizen. his is why it can generally be said 

that many Poles are quite patriotic.

History has often changed the ‘face’ of Poland over the centuries. 

However, there are two characteristics of Polish society that seem to have 

remained stable over a long period of time. One of these is the Catholic 

religion. Catholicism inluences the Polish community in a variety of 

ways, through numerous traditions and believes. Another important 

factor is family: a key element in Polish society. For many Poles it is vital 

to maintain these family ties. Both church and family can give a sense of 
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What will I earn?

A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes into account what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 

lease. he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is however 

required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may vary 

considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 

Net pay is lowest compared to gross pay, in Frankfurt, Berlin, Warsaw, 

Brussels and Copenhagen, where tax and social security rates are highest. 

Purchasing power is highest by far in the US, followed by Western 

Europe and then Oceania. Tokyo is by far the most expensive city for 

renting an apartment.

Poland is classiied as an economy ‘in transition’ by the International 

P O L A N D  •  83



If you are looking for a job in Poland there are a variety of paths you 

could choose. Naturally, it is wise to increase your chances by searching 

for work in diferent ways. You could go to the national employment 

service. his public service lists vacancies on its website or on boards at 

its oices. However, not all the job ofers they have are listed here. If you 

want to have access to all the vacancies you can register at the Labour 

oice of the district you are staying in. You need to be unemployed or a 

job seeker to be eligible for registration. In addition, you need to bring 

the following documents to register:  school certiicates, work certiicates 

and a personal identiication document. However, at the moment the 

website of the national employment services is only available in Polish. 

Nonetheless, the English page is under construction. 

here are also a variety of non-governmental employment agencies. 

hese agencies search for capable candidates and make a irst selection 

for the employers. hese services can be found on the internet and 

should not charge any fee to the candidate.  Online you can also ind 

Main Routes to Employment
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Questions and Answers:

1. Poland borders with:

a. Estonia

b. Austria

c. Russia

2.  A voidvoiship is: 

a. an administrative region

b. a village

c. a city

3. Beer is the traditional Polish drink.

a. true

b. false

QuizQ to test your understanding of this ELM Guide on Poland:

Management culture & job-hunting in Poland
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