
Contents

his Guide

  

Country Proile  

Map

Country 

Climate

Population

History

Religion

Language

Nature

Currency

National Holidays

Visa Requirements  

 

An International Career in Saint 

Petersburg 

To Start With…  

 

Management Culture 

Being Russian 

Organisational Structure

Hierarchy

Strategy

Decision Making Process

Meetings

Negotiations

Decisions

 

Conception of Time

Time Perception

Appointments

 

Business Behaviour

Meeting & Greeting

Dress Code

Wining & Dining

Use of Business Cards

Labour Mobility ABC

Self-assessment Test

Questions to Ask Yourself

An International Career in Moscow

Important Sectors   

Key facts: he Russian Graduate Labour 

Market

4

6

23

28

35

41

43

45

47

48

55

63

65

66

73



What will I earn?

Taxation Matters

General Information

First Steps 

Where do I pay taxes?

Self-employment

An international career in Saint 

Petersburg

Main Routes to Employment

Strong Employability Skills for the 

Russian Labour Market

General Advice on Job Hunting

he Application Letter

he Curriculum Vitae

he Application Procedure

Dress Code

Online Recruitment

Sample CV  

  

Checklist for an International Move

 

 

Test: Successful Expat Skills

More Information   

Useful Addresses

Internet Sites

Further Reading

Expertise in Labour Mobility

Career Consult

Looking for Work in… Guides

Quiz on Russia

About the Authors 

 

Acknowledgements

77

83

88

94

105

111

113

123

127

129



R U S S I A  •  7

Country Profile

Country

With a surface of 17,075,400 sq km (10,610,162 sq mi) the Russian 

Federation is the largest country in the world, stretching across 

the European and the Asian continent. Russia shares borders with 

Belarus, Ukraine, Latvia, Estonia, Poland and Lithuania (Kaliningrad 

region) in the West, Finland and Norway in the North, and Georgia 

(Abkhazia and South Ossetia are considered part of Georgia by most 

countries while Russia has oicially acknowledged their independence), 

Kazakhstan, and Azerbaijan, Mongolia, North Korea and China in the 

South. Sea borders separate Russia and the United States of America and 

Japan in the East. Russia has access to the Arctic- and the Paciic Ocean, 

as well as the Baltic, the Black and the Caspian Sea. 

Due to the country’s immense size Russia covers eleven time zones, 

making it unique in this respect. Incorporating a vast range of 

environments and vegetation, the Russian landscape is characterised by 

large forest reserves and mountain ranges as well as grassland and semi-

desert. Forests cover about 40 percent of the whole territory. Russia’s 
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Management Culture

“Much has changed in Russia since Mikhail Gorbachev introduced 

glasnost and perestroika at the end of the ‘80s of the previous century,“ 

says Willem Ripmeester who travelled frequently to Russia for business 

during the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s and who has kept a love for the country 

ever since.

“he many changes mainly show in external things such as fashion, cars, 

nightlife. Behind this facade though the Russians have not changed 

much. In business they are still the tough negotiators they used to be! 

Honest in their approach, but extremely tough. Russians love their 

country passionately - refrain from negative comments. A topic to avoid 

as well is politics! Too many pitfalls and it can easily destroy the business 

relation. It is best not to enter the Russian market by yourself but ind 

a well-connected business, person, agency – anyone who can introduce 

you at the right level. It saves time and money. Your embassy might be 

able to help. One more piece of advice: drinking is part of the Russian 

culture; business deals require a fair bit of alcohol consumption... But 

try to avoid getting drunk. It will be seen as a sign of weakness by 
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What will I earn?

A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes into account what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 

lease. he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is however 

required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may vary 

considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 
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Since the major political and economic changes in the early 1990s, 

many multinationals have opened oices in Russia - particularly in the 

Moscow and St. Petersburg area. 

One way to ind a job is to visit any of many job agencies, which can 

be found in any town and city. Another popular job hunt route is the 

Internet. here is a vast number of job websites which feature openings 

in Russian and international companies. In January 2009 the RF Federal 

labour and employment service launched a new website (www.trudvsem.

ru/) which contains a complete database of jobs all over Russia. 

Although the website is only available in Russian, it ofers a wide choice 

of jobs and opportunities. Furthermore, you can have a look at the two 

main English language newspapers in Russia: the Moscow Times and 

the St. Petersburg Times. Both newspapers feature a large number of 

vacancies in their print edition, as well as on their websites. Besides, 

all Russian local newspapers are publishing job ads and job-related 

announcements. 

Beyond that, a Career Forum and Job Fair takes place in Moscow each 

Main Routes to Employment
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1. Which is the biggest city in Russia?

a. St Petersburg.

b. Moscow.

c. Yekaterinburg.

2. Across how many time zones does the Russian Federation span?

a. Six.

b. Eight.

c. Eleven.

3. Russia’s head of state is…

a. …the Prime Minister.

b. …the Tsar.

c. …the President.

4. How does one commonly refer to the 1998 inancial crisis in Russia?

a. Oil Crisis.

b. Rouble Crisis.

c. Asia Crisis.

5. True of false? Today, the Russian Orthodox Church plays an 

important role in society.

a. True.

b. False.

6. Which of the following facts on language in Russia is not true?

Quiz
To test your understanding of this ELM Guide on Russia

Management culture & job hunting in Russia


