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Country Proile

Country 

he Republic of Singapore is a small city-state, situated on an island 

located in Southeast Asia and includes around 60 small islets (some 

half of which are inhabited) in its surrounding waters, lying just South 

of the Malaysian Peninsula and less than 150km North of the equator. 

Covering an area of some 700 square kilometres, the main island is 

relatively small in comparison to its economic importance in trade and 

manufacturing, being one of the largest contributors to the electronics 

market in Asia. Singapore has quite a lat terrain, and has little in the 

way of mountains or hilly landscapes; indeed the highest point is Bukit 

Timah Hill, standing at only 540ft/166m. Most of the business is 

carried out in the Central Business District, a bustling hub of activity 

involving all diferent kinds of business and a mixture of both Western 

and Eastern business inluences.

he culture of Singapore is hard to deine in general terms; such is the 
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Management Culture

As with many nations, identifying what it is to be of a certain 

nationality is not always easy to achieve. Many would associate 

Singapore with a business-minded, hard-working and genial people, 

proud of their roots whatever they may be. Most would agree that this 

is a big part of the Singaporean identity, and indeed it is important to 

realise that the educational system as well as the industrial sector has 

been particularly strong in recent decades. Many people that have visited 

Singapore comment on the overall politeness of the population, as well 

as their apparent good sense of morality. his can be associated with 

Confucianism, and a basis of goodwill which extended to others; what 

is often mentioned is the overwhelming friendliness of the people living 

in Singapore.
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What will I earn?

A high salary level does not say much about what a person can aford. 

A comparison of purchasing power based on net income is more useful, 

since it takes into account what remains after tax and social security 

deductions. Purchasing power, the relationship between income and the 

cost of your shopping basket, gives an idea of what can be bought in a 

certain country with a particular level of income. We also give you an 

indication of regular rent prices because accommodation always takes up 

a large part of your salary, certainly if you are looking for a short-term 

lease. he rent prices include all ancillary costs. Some caution is however 

required when directly comparing rents as the apartments may vary 

considerable from city to city in terms of size, comfort and location. 

In Singapore it is advisable to use only one housing agent at a time when 

searching for property to rent or buy. he reason for this is that the vast 

majority of the accommodation oices use the same database to search 

for property, thus paying more than one is not often cost-efective. 

Search the internet for groups or forums discussing property and renting 
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he main national newspapers are useful resources for information 

concerning the labour market and job openings. For example, the 

recruitment section in ‘he Strait Times’ has an extensive list of job 

opportunities in Singapore. his list is also available at the Contact 

Singapore Centres and the embassies of Singapore. 

Every year in March there is a career exhibition, which is organised 

jointly by the Singapore Professional Centre, HQ Link Pte Ltd and 

the Ministry of Education and it attracts up to 300 exhibitors from the 

region. he fair provides a wide range of job opportunities.

he Employment Transition Centre (ETC) at the Singapore National 

Employers Federation is a resource centre, which ofers employment 

assistance to employers and job seekers who are looking for professional 

and executive positions. Services provided include free workshops and 

career talks for job seekers, job posting for employers who are members 

of SNEF, and use of ETC facilities. 

Main Routes to Employment
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Questions and Answers:

1. he rising and setting of the sun in Singapore changes dramatically  

depending on the season.

• True

• False

2. he oicial language of Singapore is Singlish.

• True

• False

3. When working with a foreign based company whilst living in 

Singapore, one should make sure that which of the following is avoided to 

prevent losing money unnecessarily:

a. Pushy nightclub owners and bar staf

b. Double Taxation

c. he excellent variety of restaurants

QuizQ on Singapore to test your understanding of this career guide

Management culture & job-hunting in Singapore

S I N G A P O R E  •  119


